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Asian 60! Travel Nation Fall 2008 .

Welcome to the fall 2008 edition of the "Asian Golf Travel Nation”,
the source for news breaking information about Thailand Golf,
Vietnam Golf. and Cambodia Golf. In addition. unigue golf playing
tips for Indochinz's tropical envirenmant, =nnouncements of golf
travel promotions, and our latest subscription offer are all integral
parts of today’s newsletter.

s you well know we had quite a sczre at the end of August as =
result of political demonstrations in Bangkok. Fortunately, whars I
live and work in the heart of Bangkok verything was unaffected and [ did not see any signs of
political unrest ather than in the newspaper. The palitical demaonstrations tack place near
Governmant House and aside from aveiding that area averything operated normally including all,
golf courses, hotels and tourist sights.

The Prime Minister of Thailand, who vas the main focal point of the demonstrations, did daclars
= State of Emergency and that was when 20 European and Asian countries issued travel warnings.
However, 2= has happened before, things quickly settlad down 2nd the State of Emergency was
lifted on September 14. In the end the Prime Minister vas resigned because of his moenlighting
on a Thai cooking TV show. Strange as this may sound, this is how things get done here!ll

A new Prime Minister was sworn in on September 17 and things are back to normal now. Golf in
the key destinations around Thailand, such as Bangkek, Phuket, Hua Hin, Pattaya, and Chiang
Mai remain unaffected.

This ceming Thailand and Vietnam gelf seasons are set to be the
best ever! New golf courses continue to open at a rate of 1 per
month. In Thailznd, last menth the old Gary Player designed World
Trade Golf course in the outskirts of Bangkok re-emerged =3 Lotus
valley Golf Resart. T have not played it yet, but the new owners are
the same group that owns Loch Palm and Red Mountsin in Phuket;
=nd they know what they are deing. Next up is the much talked
zbout Banyan Golf Club in Hua Hin, which vill soft-open on October
1.1 had the apportunity to play a sample round last menth and if :
you think Black Mountsin is teps in Hua Hin, wait until you play Banyan. Lecated just south of
town, no expense has been spared in constructing this tetally new course out of former pineapple
plzntations. The low mountains sround Hua Hin frame the front nine, while se=s vievs of the off
shore islands are part of the scensry of the back nine. A medern Thai dubhouse sits on = ridgs
overlocking both the golf course and the Gulf of Thailand and is by far the best place in Hua Hin
to take in = sunset.

Alpine Golf Resort in Chiang Mai opens November 1 and on its
heels is Pleasant Valley Golf Club in Pattayz on Decemnber 1. I will
report more on these new venues in the next newsletter.

In Vietnam, the Montgomerie Links in Danang is getting rave
reviews since the first 9 holes opened this summer. Then there is
the Sea Links Golf Club in Phan Thist, which is with out a doubt the
most challenging Vietnam golf course built to dats! You really have
to see this course to believe the level of difficulty. In fact, maybe
the Ses Links course designer used the war time bunker designs as the modsl for some of the
green side sand traps; they make reaching the greens in regulation as hard as the penatrating
those bunkers built to protect the GI's. Who could have ever imagined such high level of
investment in championship courses in a country just 10 years age was communist contrelled and
closed to foreign tourists.

As far as course conditions go, this year's graen season, vith the axception of Thailand’s North
East appears to be less severe than those seen in the past. Rain-outs have been few, if any, and
golf course conditions =round Thailand =nd Vistnam are == good as that which is nermally
=xpactad in the cocler dryar wintar se=sen. In any case, whether you chooss to play sarly or Istar
in the season, near parfect playing conditions can be expactad.

As the vinds of change bring the cooler weather for the upcoming
sutumn months, there is no better time than the present to plan
your vinter golf trip. For example you could golf =t =l the Thailznd
oolf courses that =re part of the "Tiger's Thailand Golf PGA Wins",
or maybe you see yourself following in the footsteps of the
American Army and prefer to play at the Vietnam courses that make
up the historical "Ho Chi Minh Golf Trail”. If you are an ancient
history buff, why not check out the 2 Cambaodia golf courses in
Angkor Wat, one even has = 1000 year old bridge running right
through it, and that is just the beginning. Are you ints orofessionzl
golf? How about attending either the Royal Trophy at Amata Spring Country Club including an
sxclusive chance to play the course under champienship conditions or sttend the Thailand Open
=t Alpine Golf Club and watch the professionals up-close and "inside the rope”. Any of these trips
czn be yours 2nd 1 even have some =pacial packages only for subzcribers of the "Asian Golf
Travel Nation”. Drep me =n emazil if you are interested: you vill be surprized =t the poszibilities.

Remember if you want te get regular updates about golf in Thailand, Vietnam, and Cambodia,
then sign-up for uninterrupted email delivery of this nevsletter. In addition, all persens signing
up vill automatically receive the Iatest "Thziland Golf Insider Tips” special report.

One lzst note, in addition to our leisure travel business, Golfasian has started 2 meeting and
incentive travel division. We have secured some excellent group prices at famous hotels and
premier golf clubs making corporate golf outing in Thailand, Vietnam, or Cambodia is one of the
best values around. If your company, or you know of a company that might be Interasted in a
corporate golf outing, please email me 1 would be glad to discuss the details.

Until the next newsletter, have a great fall, get in those last round before winter, and remember,
think positive and ¥YOU WILL SHOOT PAR.

Mark Siegel
Managing Director

J Featured Golf Resort — Santiburi Samui Resort & Spa

The Santiburi Samui Resort & Spa iz = superb year round
trezsured paradize st amidst 23 acres of meticulously nurtured
tropical gardens and 300 meters of tranguil Mae Nam beach, once
visited, vill kesp you coming back time and time again. & team of
loczl gardeners and ground keepers kesp the gardens vell watered
and cared for. Many of the plants are indigenous.

At the nerthern tip of the island vithin sasy sccess of the island's
scenic attractions, it iz situzted in between the town of Nathon, Koh
Ssmui's commercizl center =nd Chawsng Beach: ths bustling
tourist hub. The sttached championshiz golf courss, Santiburi Samui Golf & Country Club, slays
host =anually to professionsl golf tournsments and ranks among Thailand’s finest. In =spite of
the vast array of places to s=e, and the m=any svents to experience, spending la=
on Mae Ham Bsach is = jey that you simply must not deprive yourself of during your stay at
Santiburi Samui Resort & Spa.

Like = superier private home, Santiburi Resort provides individusl accommedation that offers the
last word in luxury. Hidden ameng the tropical greenery, and ridely spaced for aptimum privacy,
=re 12 Equatorizl suites, and 57 deluxe villas, zll decorsted and furnished to the highest
standards of Thai decor.

Koh Samui is an ideal destination for a weekend getavay from Bangkok or Singapore. For those
looking for a langer golf package a 2-center Bangkok - Samui golf package makes for =
excellent holiday for those who want the best in shopping and golf (Bangkok) and exclusive
beach resorts (Koh Samuil. Finally, if you want to see and play on all the best golf courses of
Southern Thailand = Phuket & Koh Samui Golf package is just the perfact fit. Flease email me if
you =re interested in any golf package to this idyllic island. I have assembled some great deals
vith our partner resorts and golf courses and would be pleased to share them vith you.




- Best of the Blog wuw thailzndgslfzans com

Thailand's "Elder Courses” (4 Part Series)

In Thailand, younger peopla are brought up to respect their
clders. This article, and the next few postings, present the views
of & British golfer who arrived in Thailand in the mid- 70's. At that
time he was already a single figure handicapper and
understandably retains great affection and respect for the few golf
courses which existed back then. He explains which Thailand golf
courses are his favorites, why he liked them then, and loves them
still today.

Just like some Thai politicizns classic golf courses den't go avay. With loving cars they just get
batter providing untold plessure for successive genarations. Thirty five y=ars ago, had [ been
=zked to nominate my faverite 4-3 golf courses in Thailand it would have been easy - there wers
only 4 or 5 courses. Strangely, despits the incredible development of over 250 fine, modem
courses designed by such greats as Nicklaus, Norman, Falde. Robert Trent Jones ete., the
ariginals are still very high on my list of faverites.

The mere recently built Thai galf courses 1 faver are not the cosmetic contrived 'American’ tyoe
layouts, which also tend to be the most sxpensive, but the courses which ars mare Thai in
character and in hespitality. Aftar all golf in Thailand is mere than = rushed compatitive slog to
get round in 3% hours. It's = complete Thai day out. It's supposed to be fun - and at thes= old
favarites it really is.

Centinue reading about Thailand’s Elder Courses and enjoy zll 344 other posts dealing
exclusively with Thailand golf.

J Special Playing Advice

The Crucial Five-Foot Putt (Avoid the "Gimmias™)

Like all struggling golfers, I have tried to work out a procedure for
keeping my putting as consistent as possible, no matter where I
play in Thailand. Using one standard grip, set-up, and stroka at
least makss my putting as reliable as possibla. Staying with these
fundamentals has helped me 2 good deal; particularly in holing
those crucial fiva-footers. Unless you plan to golf in Thailand by
American rules and give yourself everything within this radius
(never allowed under the official rules and in essence cheating)
these short putts are tha ones that make or break a golf round
mare than any other shot in the game.

As for my grip, I have a much better touch if my right hand rides high on the shaft. Besides
eliminating the tendency to pull the putt. this position helps me to get a smooth stroke on the
ball. As far as address goes, I find it valuable to use a slight forward press of the hands before
taking the putter head back, (.g. the shaft leans slightly towards the intended line). However,
too much of a forward press can be bad because I tend to jzb the ball, not stoke it. Also a slight
forward prass makes it e=sier for the left hand to go through the ball after contact 2nd keep the
blade perpendicular to the target. This gets the slow smocth speed on the ball that's so
desirable for the short putts. As for my right hand, T like to feel that the right palm is: moving
straight =long the line of the putt to the hole, especizlly =fter [ strike the Szl

Try this technique, or =t least have yours down pat, and you won't have to resort to "gimmies” to
score well on your next Thailand golf outing.

I vould love to hear sbout any golf tips that any of you may have developed for gstting the
maximum snjeyment from galf in Thailand, and can incarporats seme in futurs articles.
Therefore if you have any golf tips or suggestions you would like to share, please lat me know by
dropping me an email.

& Lucky Draw Winner & New Subscription Offe

Sian Up now for breaking news, cool tips, and great resources about golf in
Thailand.

You get our FREE Thailand Golf Newsletter!! PLUS free access to the |atest

THAILAND GOLF INSIDER TIPS, a 15 page special report. and you vill zlzo be
cligzble for other great member offers from Golfasizn.

Lucky Draw Winner:

The vinner of the Basic Gelf Pole Shirt is Juha Heiskanen from Finland.
Congratulstions Juha! Flesse email me to arange deliv

& Exclusive October promotion!

For the first time ever I would like to extend zn sxclusive offer to the readers of the Azizan Golf
Travel Nation. During the month October we provide = very special discount on your next year
vinter 2005 golf package. If you are interested and would like to knew more about this Exclusive
October promotion drop me an gmail.

& About & Contact

Golfasian Co., Ltd.

BTN
If any reader would like to suggest = topic to be covered or better yet (‘ \

contribute materizls, photos, or even commissions an article please contact me
by e-mail, T welcome the help.

Licensed by the Tourism Authority of Thailand [TAT), License No: 11/4116 ; w-m,?"y
Recommended by the International Asseciation of Golf Tour Operators ([AGTO)
Member of Association of Thai Travel Agents (ATTA)

Toll Free US/Canada: 1-866-550-2284
Toll Free Germany: 0800-181-8552

Golf hotline Thailand: =65 (0) 81 387 3170
E-mail: info@qgolfasian.com

Golfasian Preferred Golf Travel Partners
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