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Dear Golf Travelers,

In this Issue
Regional Golf News
Golf Travel
Testimonials

Saigon Destination
Review

Featured Golf Course
- Long Thanh Golf Club
Featured Resort Hotel Majestic Saigon
Golf Trip Idea:
Southern Triangle Golf
Package
Kuala Lumpur
Tournament Course
Package

Greetings from Asia and welcome to the latest issue of the Asian Golf Nation, the source for news
breaking information about golf in Asia.
It's summer in Europe and North America, winter in Australia, and low golf season here in Asia. This
means great deals and fewer crowds at the golf courses and resorts. It's my favorite time to golf here.
Find out more about what I mean in this issue.

Golf Course
Maintenance Updates
Golf Tournaments

Also, despite being low season, the Golfasian office is as busy as usual. This past month we held our
annual tem building in Hua Hin. All 40 of the staff participated in the event and believe it or not the
Golfasian drivers beat the managers in golf. I wonder what our drivers are doing while they wait for our
clients to finish their golf games each day. Anyone heard of driving ranges?

Red Mountain Golf
Club... the best in
Thailand?

Kidding aside, everyone had a great time away from the office and we started our corporate social
responsibility by donating food, materials, and money to a needy school in remote Prachuap Khiri Khan
Province.

Golfing Tips by Ian
Morgan - Best Time to
Visit Thailand

On the golfing side, our Phuket Amateur Week event was a hit for the 4th year in a row. In fact, a
new entrant from the Philippines won the event and he displaced all Australian champions to date as
the reigning champion. The Amateur series has since moved on to Siem Reap where the inaugural
Cambodia Amateur Week is now being played. Due to the event's popularity we are holding six events
in 2013-14, including new events in Bangkok and Vietnam. This gives amateur golfers world over the
chance to participate in regional golf events that both challenge ones golf skills in a fun setting and

http://www.golfasian.com/newsletter/archive/asian-golf-travel-nation-august-2013.html[8/1/2013 10:18:06 AM]

Golfasian
Trade/Roadshows
Previous Newsletters

Asian Golf Nation - August 2013

provides excellent networking opportunities for every participant. Check the Golfasian website for
details.
As always there are many golf 'happenings' around the region so with that, I invite you to enjoy this
edition of the Asian Golf Nation..

Visit Golfasian Today!

Golf news from around the region:
Thailand

Bangkok: Following on last month's
announcement as the most visited city in the
world, Bangkok has been selected as the
"World's Best City" by Travel & Leisure magazine for
the fourth consecutive year. The No. 1 ranking in the
magazine's top 10 cities list was based on a poll of
readers including golfers who cast votes to rate their
favorite cities. Not resting on these laurels, I know of
at least 2 new championship courses scheduled to
open by within the next 12 months and several course
renovation projects underway. These new additions
and upgrades will continuously push the quality of
Bangkok golf offerings that make Bangkok such an
appealing golf stopover destination for both short-haul
and long-haul visitors.
Pattaya: Siam Country Club just could not stop at
having the 2 best golf courses in Pattaya. The new
Waterside Course is quite far along and should easily
be ready for its official opening next May. All 18 holes
are shaped and many of the holes are now grassed.
Clubhouse pilings are being cemented daily and at my
visit last week I was able to see excellent progress.
Take a look at the photo and you will see what I
mean. Once complete Siam Country Club's 63 holes
will be the largest golf complex in Thailand and I can
think of no better way to visit Pattaya than playing a
golf marathon that includes all 63 holes. By then, the
enhanced playability of the newest 18 at Waterside
will be a welcome addition to the hillier 18 at the Old
Course and undulated 27 at the Plantation Course.

Subscription Offer
Sign Up now for
breaking news, cool
tips, and great resources
about golf in Asia.
You get our Asian Golf
Newsletter!! PLUS free
access to the latest
THAILAND GOLF INSIDER
TIPS, a 15 page special
report, and you will also
be eligible for other great
member offers from
Golfasian.
Another good reason to be
registered on the
Golfasian mailing list!

Malaysia

Kuala Lumpur: Have you ever heard of a course
hosting both a US PGA and US LPGA event in the
same month? Well hold on to your hats and
read this. Kuala Lumpur Golf & Country Club
is hosting the Sime Darby LPGA Malaysia and the
CIMB Classic on October 10-13 and October 24-27,
respectively. The LPGA event will have 72 of the
world's best female golfers, including #1 ranked Inbee
Park, line up in the four-round - no cut tournament.
The CIMB event, for the first time, is now a marquee
event on the PGA Tour. British Open champ Phil
Michelson will highlight the 78 man, US$7,000,000
event. It is also the first official FedEx Cup event on
the PGA Tour to be held in Asia and many PGA Tour
players are expected to make the trip to Malaysia for this year's event.

Golf Lessons

Golfasian is offering special event packages, where in addition to witnessing live tournament action;
golfers can enjoy rounds at other top Kuala Lumpur courses like The Mines Resort & Golf Club, Royal
Selangor Golf Club, and Saujana Golf & Country Club. The packed events calendar makes Kuala
Lumpur a great choice for a golf trip this October. Combined with other domestic or nearby
international resort destinations like Langkawi or Phuket, respectively, and both golfers and nongolfers are sure to have a great time. Contact Golfasian for more details.

Vietnam

Saigon: The Grand - Ho Tram Strip, Vietnam's
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first integrated resort-golf-course-casino finally
opened for business in July. The resort is under
soft-opening for invited guests and features
a 1,110 room hotel with 10 F&B outlets, three
swimming pools, a spa, convention space, luxury retail
shops, and a Greg Norman-designed golf course.
Located 1.5 hours from Saigon the
Course plays through rolling dunes and has dramatic
ocean views from practically every hole.
On a recent visit Greg Norman commented "It's a true
links golf experience with sea side, sand dunes, and
wind." The golf course construction is well along and
first golfers are expected later this year.
With that I would like to once again thank those of you who have golfed with us recently, it was nice
seeing you and I hope your trip was memorable one.

Privacy
We take the privacy of
our clients and
partners very seriously and
will not sell or redistribute
your sensitive information.

Follow Us

Remember, while the offerings are many, the choice is yours, and golf in Asia is waiting for you.
Whatever your budget, preferred style of travel, or how small/large your group, we are glad to work
with you and suggest a golf package that meets all of your needs.
Contact the Asian Golf Experts at info@golfasian.com.
Until the next newsletter, happy golfing and I hope to see YOU in the area very soon!

Golf Travel Partners

Mark Siegel
Managing Director of Golfasian

Visit Golfasian Today!

Golf Travel Testimonials
Hi Ian
We have just arrived home from our trip to Hua Hin and just wanted to
pass on our thanks to you and the team at GolfAsian. From the time we
arrived at the airport, until we returned to the airport, all the staff and
drivers were great and very accommodating.
Our accommodation at the Warana Resort was also once again quite good.
The golf course were great. Palm Hills and Majestic are great layouts and I
think a little under rated. Sea Pines, Banyan and Black Mountain fantastic,
and to finish on Springfield and play the original full 18 hole course was a
treat.
We have already discussed some ideas for next year (we are hoping to go in Feb again) and I'll be back to
you in the next few weeks with some ideas. I need to do a little research first.
Once again to you and all the team... thank you.
Cheers
Malcolm B.
Australia
[Read more golf travel testimonials]
[Find out about Golfasian's Travel Satisfaction Guarantee]

Saigon, Vietnam, Destination Review
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Like many cities in Vietnam, Saigon has an interesting
past. Because of its strategic location for trade and
commerce, Saigon continued to grow and became a
city by the late 1700's. In the mid-19th century, the
French invaded the Saigon port city. This event led to
long struggle between the people of Vietnam and
France leading to the defeat of the French in 1954. By
the 1960's and 1970's, Saigon was bustling with
commerce and business. It was the cultural center and
the capital city of South Vietnam. The city had an air
of a French provincial town with a Vietnamese twist,
and this still remains today.

We are Member of

In 1976, after the fall of South Vietnam the new
government renamed the city Ho Chi Minh City. However, the city is still referred to as Saigon by the
locals. With a population of over 5 million people, Saigon is one of the densest urban areas in the
world. Unlike other cities in Vietnam, Saigon is very active at night. Sidewalk cafes dot the city, pubs
and restaurants stay open late into the night, and entertainment options for visiting Saigon golfers are
a plenty.
There are several championship golf courses in Saigon such as Long Thanh, Vietnam Golf & Country
Club, and Twin Doves. While typically reserved for member's play, our specialized golf travel agents
can confirm tee times for Saigon golf visitors. With several excellent golf clubs available and amazing
historical & cultural sights Saigon is a must stop for any Vietnam golf holiday.
[ Read the full review ]

Featured Golf Course - Long Thanh Golf Club
The Long Thanh Golf Club offers 36 holes of golf in
the former rice paddies and scenic countryside
surrounding Saigon. The Ho Chi Minh City golf course
is located 30 kilometers north of the city on a hilly
with unobstructed views back towards the Vietnamese
capital.
Both the Hill and Lake course are well maintained
throughout the year and the golf courses are a
longtime favorite among locals. Many expatriates and
Vietnam golf visitors prefer Long Thanh Golf Club over
its more famous neighbor Vietnam Golf & Country
Club.

Golf Tours

[ Read more about one of Saigon's Best Golf Courses ]

Featured Hotel - Hotel Majestic Saigon
Built in 1925, the Hotel Majestic Saigon is a historical
landmark and only one of a few still remaining French
Colonialist era hotels. The Hotel Majestic is ideal for
visiting Saigon golfers.
It is within walking distance to the Ben Thanh Market,
main shopping & entertainment area, and other city
attractions. The roof top restaurant and some of the
rooms offer stunning views over the Saigon River.
There are eight food, drink, and entertainment
outlets, offering everything from European and Asian
cuisine to cocktails at a piano bar.
Throughout its rich history, the Majestic Hotel Saigon
hotel has included as its guests famous authors, heads of state, actors, and celebrities. Be comforted
in old world luxury while enjoying the modern comforts of a 5 star hotel.
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[ Read more about one of Saigon's Best Hotels & Resorts]

Golf Trip Idea: Southern Triangle Golf Package
City, beach, and mountain golf all combined in one
package. The southern triangle tour starts and ends in
Saigon and is the ideal package for Vietnam golfers
who want to take in all of the South’s best golf
destinations.
Play at the best courses in Saigon (Ho Chi Minh City),
visit the coastal region of Phan Thiet / Mui Ne, and
finish in the temperate highlands of Dalat. All are
great golf destination in their own right, but why stop
at one. Now you can play all three on one tour!
[ Southern Triangle Golf Package Detailed Itinerary... ]

Golf Planner

Golfasian auf
Deutsch
Golfasian en
français
We just finished up 2 great Amateur Golf Weeks in Phuket & Cambodia and have 2 more excellent Amateur
Golf Weeks upcoming in October 2013 in Pattaya and Chiang Mai. Make your booking while space lasts!

Kuala Lumpur Tournament Course Package
Kuala Lumpur is home to some of the best golf
courses in Asia and many have hosted professional
tournaments sanctioned by the PGA Tour, European
Tour and Asian Tour. You too can enjoy a round at
these first class courses as well as enjoying all that
Kuala Lumpur has to offer. A truly memorable golfing
holiday experience.
Featured courses:
The Mines Resort & Golf Club - Saujana Golf & Country
Club - Kuala Lumpur Golf & Country Club - Kota
Permai Golf & Country Club - Royal Selangor Golf Club
Contact your golf travel experts today for further
information on how you can play these tournament courses.
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Golf Course Maintenance Updates
Bangkok

Panya Indra Golf Club - The A, B, and C courses will each be closed for one week renovation
respectively. During this time only 2 of the courses are playable while the other is closed.
President Country Club - Topsoil on North (9 holes) and East (9 holes) courses from now until 15
August. The West (9 holes) and South (9 holes) courses remain open.
Summit Windmill Golf Club - During 15 July to 15 November the fairways and rough at holes 3,
5, 7, and 16 will be renovated. The sand bunkers at holes 6, 7, 9, 10, 13, 14, 16, 17, and 18 as
well as the tees for the Pros at holes 3 & 4 will be renovated.
Alpine Golf & Sports Club, Lakewood Country Club, Lam Luk Ka Golf Course, Muang Kaew
Golf Club, Riverdale Golf Club, Royal Gems Golf & Sports Club, Royal Golf & Country Club,
Suwan Golf & Country Club, Thai Country Club, Thana City Golf & Sports Club are all in
excellent condition.
Hua Hin

Black Mountain Golf Club - Hole 7: Redecoration of waterfalls until August. The greens remain
unaffected.
Imperial Lake View - Course D is closed from now until 15 August. Courses A, B, and C are in
good condition.
Majestic Creek Country Club - Course C is closed until further notice. It is expected to open in
the high season.
Banyan Golf Club, Black Mountain Golf Club, Majestic Creek Country Club, Palm Hills Golf
Club and Residence, Sea Pine Golf Course, and Springfield Royal Country Club are in excellent
condition.
Pattaya

Greenwood Golf and Resort - The B Course is closed from now until 31 October.
Khao Kheow Country Club - The B Course is closed from now until Sepember. Course C will be
closed in September. All courses will be open again in October.
Laem Chabang International Country Club - course B will undergo coring green during 8 July - 4
August. The course will be playable on July 18.
Pattaya Country Club - Hole 1 to 9 are closed for renovation. As such only the back 9 holes are
playable. The renovation will be complete by October.
Phoenix Golf & Country Club - The Ocean Course is closed from 15 July to 31 October.
However, the Mountain Course and Lakes Course remain open.
Siam Country Club, St. Andrews 2000 Golf Club & Burapha Golf Club are in excellent
condition.
Phuket

Laguna Phuket Golf Club - 9 holes (starting with the back 9) will be closed for 18 months
from July 2013 onwards. The front 9 are playable until March 2014, while the back 9 are under
renovation. The front 9 will start renovation in March 2014 while the freshly renovated back 9
will have been reopened for play.
Loch Palm Golf Club - Hole 4 will be out of commission from 6 July until 1 October. The long
par 5 5th has been broken into short par 4's of 296 and 315 Yards to keep the 18 holes and par
72. The one temporary green will actually be in good condition as the grass has been taken from
the main practice putting green. (No practice putting green in use)
Red Mountain Golf Club - coring green from 9 - 10 September.
Chiang Mai
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Gassan Khuntan Lake City - Closed for renovation from now until 20 November 2013.
Mae Jo Golf Club - The course will be closed from 5 - 12 August for the Singha Tournament.
Alpine Golf Resort & Chiang Mai Highlands Golf and Spa are in excellent condition.
Chiang Rai

Santiburi Chiang Rai Country Club - The greens on hole #1, 2, 3, 7, & 8 are being renovated
from May until September 2013. During this period, the course will use temporary greens. The
original greens will be ready by October 2013.
Khao Yai

Bonanza Golf & Country Club - Coring green from 22 July to 22 August

Vietnam
Hanoi
Van Tri Golf Club – excellent condition.
Kings Island Golf Resort - Mountain View & Lakeside are in good condition. (Lakeside 5th green
being re-built, opens in early August 2013.)
Danang
Danang Golf Club, Laguna Lang Co Golf Club & Montgomerie Links Vietnam are in great
condition

Malaysia
Kuala Lumpur
Saujana Golf & Country Club – Palm 1 will be under renovation from 1 August 2013 for 8
months. Palm 10 - immediately after completion of Palm 1 and will go on for 8 months.

Golf Tournaments
Pattaya Amateur Golf Week - October 2013
Date: October 19 - 26, 2013 | Location: Pattaya,
Thailand [ Find out more ]
Chiang Mai Amateur Golf Week - October 2013
Date: October 26 - November 03, 2013 | Location:
Chiang Mai, Thailand [ Find out more ]
Hua Hin Amateur Golf Week - March 2014
Date: March 1 - 8, 2014 | Location: Hua Hin, Thailand
Pattaya Amateur Golf Week - March 2014
Date: March 8 - 15, 2014 | Location: Pattaya,
Thailand

Best of the Blog Phuketgolfzone.com
Red Mountain Golf Club... the best in Thailand?
I honestly dont know the answer to that, there will be
many that point to Black Mountain in Hua Hin, Amata
Spring in Chonburi, Siam Country Club in Pattaya or
Alpine in Bangkok. I know for sure there isn't a more
spectacular golf course in Thailand and the views are
unrivalled anywhere.
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Winding its way through a truly dramatic 1400 rai
formally a tin mine site in the heart of Phuket, Red
Mountain is one of Asia's most exciting courses that
officially opened in 2008. The course has been
cleverly routed to take advantage of a huge variety of
landforms and elevation changes.
[Read the entire article]
Other golf stories can be found at the Thailand Golf Zone, Vietnam Golf Zone and Phuket Golf Zone
where there are over 600 other original articles dealing exclusively with golf in Asia and golf travel.
I would love to hear about any golf tips that any of you may have developed for getting the maximum
enjoyment from your golf trips, and can incorporate some in future articles. Therefore if you have any
golf tips or suggestions you would like to share, please let me know by dropping me an email.
Subscribe to our RSS Feed .

Golfing Tips by Ian Morgan - Best Time to Visit Thailand
Most people know that our high season starts in
November and officially ends in mid April at the start
of the Thai New Year. During this time conditions are
normally perfect with clear blue skies and plenty of
sunshine. But low season is also a great time to play
golf in Thailand with cooler temperatures, less
golfers, cheaper hotels and green fees. We have had
very little rain this year and what rain we have had
has been in short bursts with very little interruption to
our golf.
[Read more Golf Tips Articles]
If you have any other questions regarding golf tips to
help you with your game email us at info@golfasian.com and we will reply in upcoming newsletters
For more golf tips visit www.golfthink.com

Meet Golfasian at these Trade/Roadshows/Fam-Trips
Golfasian has a full schedule of tradeshows and
roadshows during the next few months.
You can find us at the following events:
September 15 - 17, 2013 - PATA Travel Mart,
Chendgu (China)
October 24 - 27, 2013 - Malaysia Sports Trade
and Golf Expo (MSTGE) 2013 (Malaysia)
November 11 - 14, 2013 - IGTM (Costa
Daurada, Spain)
Arrange an appointment with Golfasian at one of these

exhibits.

http://www.golfasian.com/newsletter/archive/asian-golf-travel-nation-august-2013.html[8/1/2013 10:18:06 AM]

Asian Golf Nation - August 2013

About Us & Contacts
If any reader would like to suggest a topic to be covered or better yet contribute materials,
photos, or even commissions an article please contact us by e-mail, we welcome the help.

Licensed by the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT), License No: 14/00515
Licensed by the Vietnam National Administration of Tourism, License No: 79-302/2011
Recommended by the International Association of Golf Tour Operators (IAGTO)
Member of Association of Thai Travel Agents (ATTA)
Golfasian Co., Ltd.
Unit 1105, 29 Bangkok Business Center
Soi Ekamai, Sukhumvit 63 Road
Klongtan Nua, Wattana
Bangkok 10110 Thailand
Tel: +66 (0) 2 714 8470
Fax: +66 (0) 2 714 8471

Golfasian Vietnam Co., Ltd
5th floor, HAN Building
301 Tran Hung Dao Street
District 1, Ho Chi Minh City
Vietnam
Tel: +84 (0) 8 3838 6510
Fax: +84 (0) 8 3838 6537

Toll Free US/Canada: 1-866-550-2284
E-mail: info@golfasian.com
Website: www.golfasian.com

The #1 Golf Experts in Thailand, Vietnam, Malaysia,
Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos & Myanmar!
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