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Dear Travel Partners & Golf Travelers,

Welcome to the latest issue of the Asian Golf Nation! 
Keeping with the tradition and spirit of New Year we too have
made our New Year's Resolution to continue to drive the Asian golf
travel market with our creative and innovative approach.

We start off strong with the full implementation of our new web
site, www.golfasian.com. The web site covers all of our
destinations and is set up to offer traveling golfers and overseas
agents the ultimate in flexibility. Please have a look here and let
me know how you like the new site. There are areas for course
reviews and golfers photo submission so feel free to leave your
own comments and share your golf photos.

Of course there are lots of 'happenings' around the region so with
that, I invite you to enjoy this edition of the Asian Golf Nation.

Now for the golf news from around the region:

Thailand
Bangkok: Last month I announced Bangkok's
newest course, Riverdale Country Club and

mistakenly attributed the design and construction to
Jon Morrow. In actual fact it is a Jon Morrow and Al
Tikkanen creation. For those of you who may not
know, Al Tikkenen is one of the two most influential
geniuses' who literally shaped Thailand's golf industry.
Al has been involved in most of Thailand's best golf
courses over the past 25 years. You have him, and
fellow American Craig Bertum, to "blame" for the
great layouts throughout the country; Santiburi Samui,
Laem Chabang, Thai CC, Bangsai, Red Mountain, and
the list goes on...

The dynamic shaping duo are now hard at work on Thailand's next premium golf complex, Royal Gems
City located in Bangkok near Alpine. More to follow in the next newsletter; just a heads-up though;
this is Thailand' most ambitious golf project to date. Who says we are in the middle of a recession?

Khao Yai: Move over Moon City and make way for
Mountain Creek. What a golf course that was scrapped
before it was built? Yes and no, after all this is
Thailand. The soon to be completed Moon City I
reported on a few months back has officially changed
it's name to Mountain Creek. This 27 hole layout right
on the friendship highway between Bangkok and Korat
is moving ahead under a different name. The first 18
holes are grassed and construction of the club house is
progressing. Expect to see the course opening later in
the year. Under the same ownership as Lakewood in
Bangkok, Mountain Creek should be one of the best in
Khao Yai.

Speaking of Khao Yai, I played Voyage Panorama last month and was most impressed with the quality
from clubhouse to 18th green. Under new management by Quality Golf, course conditions were as good
as if not better than I have ever seen them. Fast greens, well kept fairways, and attention to small
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Golfing Tips

Negotiating Around
Trees

Nobody plans to end
up behind a tree. But
even the best of us

end up there occasionally.
A tree requires a decision.
You either have to go over
it or go under it. Going
over it is risky. A safer
play is going under the
tree by playing a punch
shot back to the fairway.

Below are four tips to
playing a punch shot under
a tree:

1. Use a hybrid (rescue or
"Katoey")
2. Play the ball in the
middle to front of your
stance
3. Hit the ball first
4. Keep a low follow-
through

Don't let one bad shot ruin
your hole. When behind a
tree, don’t try to be a
hero. Go under the tree,
get back to the fairway,
set yourself up for the next
shot, and enjoy your Asia
golf vacation.
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details were evident throughout. My only gripe is the 10th hole that plays around the cliff with a tree
right in the middle of whatever landing area there is. Tony and the gang say's they will work on this! In
the meantime, give Voyage a try before the word gets out on the improvements. If anyone is
interested in playing, let me know and I will arrange it for you, and at a great price as well!

Vietnam
Dalat: Here is some more on Royale City, Dalat's
second golf course. Yes, the project has been
delayed slightly, but for the better. The

planned Bermuda grass greens have been scrapped in
favour of Bent Penn. The new greens grass should
facilitate some of the best putting surfaces in Asia.
Due to the wonderful Dalat climate, Bent grass grows
very well. The first 9 holes will open in May and the
back nine by August/September. The course setting is
magnificent. All holes have either a view Dalat lake or
the surrounding mountains and pine forests. The
setting is so good that Royal City could be even better
than the venerable Dalat Palace, Vietnam Golf
magazine's 'Best Course in Vietnam'.

Danang: Move over Sea Links in Phan Thiet; the Dunes Course at Danang Golf Club already possesses
the characteristics that will allow it immediate entree into conversations not about the best in
Vietnam, but about the best links layouts anywhere in the world! The welcome mat gets rolled out in
April when the ribbon is cut on this Greg Norman design.

With the addition of Danang Golf Club, the central coast solidifies itself as a bona fide golf
destination. The Dunes Course gives the region two tracks, including the Colin Montgomerie-designed
Montgomerie Links next door that opened in August of last year. A third Nick Faldo layout will soon
break ground less than an hour north of Danang. Jim will be visiting this month and his update is sure
to be part of next month's newsletter.

Vietnam
Kuala Lumpur: I visited KL last month and had
the chance to get in a round at the re-opened
Kuala Lumpur Golf & Country Club, West

Course. The Ronald Fream layout is better than ever,
sporting new fairways and greens throughout.
Preparations are underway for the co-sanctioned
European and Asian Tour event to be held March 4-7
which should be one of this year's best tournaments.

With that I would like to once again thank you for
your support and look forward to seeing as many of
you as possible here in Asia during this winter golf
season. Remember, South East Asia remains the best
value premium golf destination in the world and we
can build a golf package for you to suit any budget and preferred style of travel

On behalf of the entire Golfasian family, I would like to wish you all a Happy Chinese New Year for
February.

Until the next newsletter, happy golfing!

Mark Siegel 
Managing Director of Golfasian

 Visit Golfasian Today!

 

For more golf tips visit
www.golfthink.com

Subscription Offer

Sign Up now for
breaking news, cool

tips, and great resources
about golf in Asia.

You get our Asian Golf
Newsletter!! PLUS free
access to the latest
THAILAND GOLF INSIDER
TIPS, a 15 page special
report, and you will also
be eligible for other great
member offers from
Golfasian.

Another good reason to be
registered on the
Golfasian mailing list!

Asian Golf Monthly

Now in its 11th year, Asian
Golf Monthly is firmly
established as one of the
world’s most prominent
English-language magazines
on golf.  
It is unique as the only
global title with an Asian
perspective. Read more
about how Asia's best
players and destinations
have grown from strength
to strength on the global
stage.

Privacy
We take the privacy of
our clients and

partners very seriously and
will not sell or redistribute
your sensitive information.

Forward
Think this may
interest your friends,

relatives, or colleagues? To
forward this newsletter to
them right now, click
[FORWARD].

Follow Us

 

Golf Travel Partners

 Meet Golfasian at these Trade/Roadshows

Golfasian has a full schedule of tradeshows and
roadshows during the next few months.

You can find us at the following exhibits:

February 13-14 - Los Angeles Times Travel &
Adventure Show (Los Angeles)
April 30 - May 2 - Southeast Asia/India Golf
Merchandise Exposition (Bangkok)

Arrange an appointment with Mark Siegel, MD of
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Golfasian, at one of these exhibits.

 Featured Resort - Bangkok Marriott Resort & Spa

Bangkok Marriott Resort & Spa is a city resort that
has every 5-star facility that golf holidaymakers and
their families could wish for. Yet, with its classical
Thai architecture, tropical gardens and cool river
breezes, it offers all the tranquility of a resort.

The hotel is near the city center as well has easy
access to Bangkok golf courses. Enjoy a unique
Marriott riverside experience. [Read More]

 Featured Golf Course - Banyan Resort & Golf

Nestled on the hill slopes of the charming city of Hua
Hin, a 10 minutes drive from the town center in
direction of Pranburi, Banyan Resort & Golf, is a
luxurious 4 stars hotel with a world-class
championship award winning Golf course attached,
both offering a refined 5 stars experience to families,
honeymooners, culinary aficionados and golf thrill
seekers, the unique layout of our resort village
allowing us such privilege.

The resort consists of 86 villas with a lavish living area
of 130 sqm, 2 bedrooms villa, living room,
kitchenette, tropically landscaped gardens and the
access to your private Jacuzzi, connecting to a large
free-form common pool, offering a cozy feeling of a home away from home. [Read More]

 Phuket Golf & Beach Holiday Special

Enjoy great golf, beaches and value at Southeast Asia's
premier holiday island! 5 days, 4 nights and 3 rounds
of golf are included along with all related ground
transfers.

The Le Meridien Phuket Beach Resort is a true full
service 5 star resort located on its own semi-private
beach cove halfway between Patong and Karon.

The Courtyard by Marriott will appeal to those looking
for excellent value and a quiet setting away from the
crowds. And the three courses included provide a
varied sampling of the island's superb golf appeal.
Valid for arrivals March 01 - 31; Must book at least
12 days in advance and pay in full at time of booking confirmation. [Inquire Now!]

 Golfasian is Official Golf Tour Operator of the Southeast Asia/India Golf
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Merchandise Exposition 2010

It had to happen and it has finally happened! The
Inaugural Southeast Asia/India Golf Merchandise
Exposition is a go and it will be held in Bangkok,
Thailand from April 30 - May 2, 2010.

It will be the golf industry's most powerful platform to
launch new products and services. It will also be a
highly targeted launch pad to reach the region's best
prospect base of consumers.

Golfasian is the exposition's official Golf Tour
Operator, handling pre- and post-event golf holidays
and sightseeing excursions, and accommodation
arrangements in Bangkok, Hua Hin, Pattaya and
beyond. Book early to take advantage of the
discounted golf holiday rates and to ensure the best hotel rates! [Read More]

 Best of the Blog thailandgolfzone.com

How To Reserve Tee Times In Thailand?

Many tourists who visit Thailand on a golfing holiday,
like to be responsible for organizing their own affairs,
from hotel reservations to booking golf tee off times.
Here are the 7 things to consider before choosing this
route. By getting familiar with the in's and out's of
making tee time reservations in Thailand you can
ensure yourself a great golfing vacation, whether you
choose to do things yourself or not!

Read more about Thailand golf tee-times...

 

Other golf stories can be found at the Thailand Golf
Zone where there are over 450 other original articles dealing exclusively with golf in Asia and golf
travel.

I would love to hear about any golf tips that any of you may have developed for getting the maximum
enjoyment from your golf trips, and can incorporate some in future articles. Therefore if you have any
golf tips or suggestions you would like to share, please let me know by dropping me an email.

Subscribe to our RSS Feed.

 About Us & Contacts

Golfasian Co., Ltd.

If any reader would like to suggest a topic to be covered or better yet contribute materials,
photos, or even commissions an article please contact me by e-mail, I welcome the help.

 

Licensed by the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT), License No: 14/00515
Recommended by the International Association of Golf Tour Operators (IAGTO)
Member of Association of Thai Travel Agents (ATTA)

Toll Free US/Canada: 1-866-550-2284
Toll Free Germany: 0800-181-8552

Golf Hotline Thailand: +66 (0) 81 987 3170
E-mail: info@golfasian.com
Website: www.golfasian.com

Golf Holidays in Thailand, Cambodia, and Vietnam
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